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Our healthy future
Project Announcement
„Our Healthy Future” is a joint initiative of five European secondary schools funded by the EU-Comenius programme. It starts in autumn 2009 and ends in September 2011.
The participating schools are 

· Gymnasium Beevliet, Sint Michielsgestel, the Netherlands

· III Spoleczne Liceum Ogólnoksztalcace, Krakow, Poland

· Sandagymnasiet, Huskvarna, Sweden

· Trinity Academy, Edinburgh, Scotland

· Waldschule Schwanewede, Schwanewede, Germany

The co-operative partners are
· University of Applied Sciences, Bremen

· ELOS
In “Our Healthy Future”, groups or single students at the participating schools work on self-devised (“research”) projects basically trying to answer three “target” questions which are meant to lead the way from a possibly sceptical position (Am I responsible?) at the beginning, to the insight that everyone can do something (I am responsible):
1. How “healthy” is my future?

2. What reasons can I identify?

3. What can I do to solve identified problems?
The projects concentrate on one or more “target” areas or levels, being

· the individual level (myself)

· the regional level (my immediate environment)

· the national level (my country)

· the European level

· the global level (my planet),
In this way they either focus on problems and solutions within individual levels or they focus on the interdependence of problems and solutions on different levels.
Projects can be done by all age groups and on different levels of complexi​ty. Answers to question three (What can I do to solve identified problems?) can be given on a more theoretical level (e.g. in the form of a thesis) as well as on a very practical level (e.g. in the form of an action/activity carried out).
It is advisable to give student’s projects a very specific and rather a narrow scope to keep them as clear and simple as possible. The time needed from starting point to finish of a single student’s project should be between four weeks and three months. Caution: complex projects often tend to be outside the range of what is achievable in a school context.
The “target” questions can be asked from every possible cultural view​point, e.g. biological, physical, medical, chemical, sociological, artistic, philological, geographical, etc., and can be concentrated on problem areas like (individual) health, energy, climate, environment, people’s attitudes, and others. All projects will have to be carried out during the time from December 2009 to January 2011. 
An international jury of students and teachers appointed by the partici​pating institutions will assess the student’s projects carried out at the single schools or in co-operation of schools, taking into consideration conditions like age group, amount of tutoring, quality of presentation, etc.. The best two project groups at each partner institution will be invited to present their findings and thoughts at an international student’s conference in Schwanewede/Bremen, Germany. The conference will be held at the University of Applied Sciences in Bremen, Germany.
Student project groups can work independently, tutored by teachers or other suitable professionals, within the scope of teaching units in regular subjects or within study groups/school associations. 
Results/findings of research need not be restricted to this project, but can also be entered in national students’/schools’ competitions. Project work within subjects should be marked by the responsible teachers and should be taken into consideration in the assessment of end of the term grades. All participants will receive a certificate of their participation. Projects which are especially recognized by the jury or invited to the international student conference will be awarded a special certificate (a prize).
Projects will also be evaluated as to their suitability of becoming an integral part of the participating schools’ programmes.
SUMMARY OF REGULATIONS
Aims: 
Projects must do research within the scope of the target questions and target areas defined above. The term research will basically be defined as “finding out about the state of things”.
Relevance: 
The results must be relevant for our present and/or future personal or environmental heath.
Project period: 

November 2009 to January 2011.
Presentation of results:

· Project groups must submit a written (and possibly illustrated) documentation to the platform I-Serv, containing topic, work carried out, results. The documentation must not consist of more than fifteen written pages, plus possible attachments. It must be submitted in the form of a Microsoft Word or .pdf file.
· Project groups are required to submit a project outline, including the planned time schedule, before they start.
· A short intermediate report for guidance purposes might be asked for. It can be in the native language.

· Project groups must prepare an oral statement suitable for presentation at an international student’s conference. The use of visual or audio-visual presentation aids is required.

· Project groups must prepare controversial statements for discussion among participants of the conference.

· Documentation and presentation must be be submitted to
· the common network platform I-Serv

· a European data base provided by the EU via the National Agencies
· the jury.

Communication:

· Every participant and everybody concerned with Comenius will be attributed an individual e-mail address along the following syntax: firstname.secondname@waldschule-schwanewede.net. 

· Communication should usually take place on the open Comenius platform, but it is also possible to give every project a closed group platform within the I-Serv network. 

· Participants can establish “chat rooms” for their topics, which are open to those who are defined as group members. A “general” chat room will also be available.

· A “forum” will be established, which everybody can use to inform about what is going on in their projects and – hopefully – to form joint activities.

· Outlined projects, intermediate results and final results will be made generally accessible via I-Serv.
· The network administrator is Mr Heinz Köhler, Waldschule Schwanewe​de (heinz.koehler@waldschule-schwanewede.net). Before a new user can get entry to the system, his/her name must be submitted to the administrator by an authorized teacher..
Assessment:

· An international jury will be formed, consisting of one teacher plus one student from each school. A representative of a co-operative partner can be asked to give professional assistance.

· The jury will meet in April 2011 to assess the submitted group documentations/results and decide about prizes to be awarded.
· The jury will publish their decisions by June 2011.

International conference:

· The international conference will take place at and with the assistance of the University of Applied Sciences, Bremen, Germany.

· Participants will be accommodated with student’s families at Waldschule Schwanewede.

· Waldschule Schwanewede will organize cultural and social events to accompany the conference.

· Participation will be awarded by the jury to the two best projects per school.

· Each of these projects will be enabled to send three/four/five? persons.
Comenius Conference

S’ Hertogenbosch, 01st – 04th October 2009
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